TURTLE HUNTING IN TORRES STRAITS

npURTLE are very quick-sighted, diving to the
I bottom at the first intimation of danger. In many
islands of the South Seas they are caught only by
the hook. The two principal ways adopted by the
Straits natives are remarkable. As soon as a sleep-
ing turtle is seen they stealthily paddle close to it,
when one of their number, with a rope tied under
the armpits, leaps upon the back of the unconscious
victim. Of course the man goes down to the bottom
with the reptile, but immediately twists the fore-
flappers over the back, and holds fast by them. The
man and the turtle are then hauled up into the
canoe.
Another mode of turtling is to call in the aid of
the Echenei$remora,m sucking fish, which is about
three feet in length, and is easily caught by a line*
When caught the Straits Islanders pierce the tail, in
order to insert a strong cord, which is also wound
round it for the sake of security. Several captive
sucking-fishes are kept swimming after the canoe
until a turtle is seen, when three or four of them are
thrown as near the sleeper as possible. These suck-
ing-fishes at once attach themselves to the turtle,
, which awakes to find itself a prisoner. The cords
are now cautiously hauled in, bringing the sucking*
fish and the turtle. This ingenious device is used
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